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Meet Sandee Cohen at Photoshop Live, Melbourne 
 
A 20 year background in ad agencies learning about print production set New York-based Sandee Cohen up perfectly for a 
career as a freelancer teaching InDesign around the world. She’ll be in Australia for the fourth time in August at InDesign 
Live, Melbourne as one of the conference’s key trainers.  
 
Cohen has been a traveling trainer since 1990 and clearly adores her job. It all started when, as the only one with a Mac at 
home in the late ‘80s, art directors at the ad agency where she worked started coming to Sandee desperate for help with “the 
machine”. With her enthusiasm and knack for teaching impressing her grateful ‘students’, she switched from copywriting to 
design training and never looked back.  
 
“When I left advertising I decided to teach computer graphics to art directors. But I had no idea there were people who made 
their living traveling and speaking at trade shows,” said Ms Cohen. 
 
“I love it when I teach someone how to use the software and then they use their creativity to turn my techniques into stunning 
designs. I am always amazed that they took what I taught and turned it into that look.” 
 
Like other conference trainers, Cohen receives many lessons in return from her corporate students and from the conference 
audiences, where a regular highlight is the Q&A ‘frenzy’ session.  
 
“I have always learned from my students. When a corporate student asks a question that explains what their company does, I 
benefit. It helps me know what issues they are having,” she said. 
 
Proving the graphics profession is a world-wide community, Cohen relates a problem designers share in every city she visits. 
 
“The most common theme we hear is designers who have been told to do bizarre things by print shops that don’t really 
understand the software. I love debunking those myths.” 
 
Fellow trainers on the road have a lot to offer each other too.  
 
“My favourite sessions are on Interactive PDF,” said Cohen. “I usually do both the introductory and the more advanced 
multimedia sessions. But I am looking forward to seeing [Australian-based Adobe trainer] Mike McHugh do the second part 
in Melbourne. He will give me a new slant on the topic.” 
 
While the combined Melbourne Photoshop Live and Creative Suite Live Conference schedules offer an exhaustive 49 topics 
between them, Cohen says that if there’s a session outside a delegate’s professional expertise, it’s worth sitting in. 
 
“Totally! There is no such thing as useless knowledge. Everything relates somehow. Seeing how other software works can 
help in your work. For instance, many times the same types of codes that work on the Web can be used in XML for print.” 
 
‘Energy’ is a recurring theme of these events, which are independently produced by US company, Mogo Media. Cohen 
explains that the difference between the live events and more traditional training is, in part, the anonymity. 
 
“The conference has an energy that corporate training does not. At corporate events everyone knows each other and I am the 
stranger. At conferences we’re all strangers and the energy is exciting,” she says.  
 
And it may comfort anyone who has set up an IT presentation and had technology gremlins calls the shots, to know that even 
the most experienced presenters are not spared such hiccoughs. 
 



“I’ve managed to come through three different conferences where we lost power due to blackouts and storms,” said Cohen. 
“At the last Miami event in March, we lost power for about two hours. But what was amazing was all the instructors kept 
teaching, even though we had no computers!” 
 
A signal of the depth of collaboration you’ll find at Photoshop Live is in the final words of advice by Cohen, who says that to 
get the most value out of Melbourne’s event: “Button-hole the speakers out of the rooms and ask for one-on-one help. We’re 
glad to do it.” 
 
Photoshop Live is on at RMIT’s Storey Hall in Melbourne from 25-27 August. Creative Suite Live follows immediately, from 
28 to 29 August at RMIT International Centre for Graphic Technology, Brunswick. The week finishes with the Create: 
Awards on Friday night. 
 
To register, go to www.mogo-media.com.  
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About Sandee Cohen 
Sandee Cohen began teaching computer graphics over eighteen years ago. She has taught for New York University, New 
School University, the University of Hawaii, City College in New York, as well as many private organisations. A dynamic 
and entertaining speaker, she has been a frequent participant at Seybold Seminars, Macworld Expo, and Thunder Lizard 
events. Sandee Cohen co-authored Real World Creative Suite 2; she wrote the InDesign Visual QuickStart Guide. She has 
also written books on Acrobat, Illustrator, FreeHand and Fireworks. She is the senior contributing editor to InDesign 
Magazine where her column, ‘InQuestion’, answers reader's questions. 
 
About Photoshop LIVE speakers: 
http://www.mogo-media.com/conferences/photoshop-live/2008/melbourne/speakers/  
 
About Mogo Media: 
MOGO Media is an independent presenter of high-quality seminars and conferences for the global design community. 
Partnering with the world’s leading authors and experts, MOGO Media offers focused and useful content for print, web, and 
cross-media design professionals around the world at events such as The InDesign Conference, The Creative Suite Conference, 
The Vector Conference, The Pixel Conference, The Web Design and Developers Conference (WDDC) and The Conference for 
Adobe Acrobat. Visit www.mogovents.com for more information. 
 
About the Create:awards: 
Launched in 2004, the annual Desktop magazine Create: Awards recognises and rewards creative professionals for their work 
within the highly competitive graphic design industry and hopes to inspire them to further excellence. The create08 event will 
again be a celebration designed to bring together all facets of the graphic design community. Further information is available at 
www.createawards.com.au. 

 


